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➢45 national associations
➢38 European countries

➢4 FVE Sections 

▪ UEVP (Practitioners)

▪ UEVH (Hygienists – Public Health Officers)

▪ EASVO (Veterinary State Officers)

▪ EVERI (Education, Research, Industry)

Veterinarians know, care and contribute

The FVE network
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FVE Strategy 2021-2025

The European veterinary profession, 

embodied by FVE, strives to enhance 

animal health, animal welfare, public 

health and protect the environment by 

promoting the veterinary profession. 

FVE aims to support veterinarians in 

delivering their professional 

responsibilities to the best 

possible standard, and that this 

expertise is recognized and valued by 

society.

PRIORITIES

➢ONE-HEALTH AND SUSTAINABILITY 

➢ONE VETERINARY COMMUNITY

➢BEING RECOGNISED AND INFLUENTIAL

➢VETERINARY DEMOGRAPHY AND 
REWARDING CAREERS

➢EMBRACE TECHNOLOGY 
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Lack of Availability versus Shortages

Vecteezy.com

‘I am short of…’
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FVE 
Monitoring

FVE survey on lack of  
medicine/vaccine in 
Europe 
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Monitoring 
availability

FVE survey on lack of 
medicine/vaccines in 
Europe 
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Critical shortages

➢ Vaccines, observed for several species

➢ Antibiotics, especially narrow spectrum or lower 
classes antibiotics– i.e. penicillin, amoxycillin, 

tetracyclines, etc.
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Monitoring 
availability

FVE survey on lack of medicine/vaccines in Europe 
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YES

If you are short of a 
medicines/vaccine, is it easy to 
get reliable information on the 
duration, reasons or alternative 

vaccines to use?

If you have are short of a   
medicine/vaccine, do you 
easily source them from 

other EU countries?

SOMETIMES

NO

YES

POSSIBLE, 
BUT TAKES 
TIME

NO
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Only a few countries have a website listing shortages e.g. Slovenia
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New products on market

Stop commercialisation

Back on market after 
shortage

Notice of shortage with 
expected duration
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Only a few countries have a website listing shortages e.g. Belgium
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Only a few countries have a website listing shortages e.g. Belgium
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50% shortage
50% stop 
commercialisation
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Only a few countries have a website listing shortages e.g. Denmark

12



Classified as public by the European Medicines Agency 

Only a few countries have a website listing shortages e.g. France
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Only a few countries have a website listing shortages e.g. France
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Name product, MAH and 
active ingredients

Reason and when expected 
to come back on the 
market

Suggested alternatives!!
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We need to better monitor & forecast availability and 
shortages
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▪ Monitoring availability is important for animal health, animal 

welfare and/or public health, food production;

▪ Important to monitor lack of availability especially for major 

diseases and essential veterinary medicines

▪ Need to do this in a ‘One Health’ way
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Aims new 
veterinary 
medicines 
legislation:

• Address the public health risk of 

antimicrobial resistance (AMR)

• Increase availability of veterinary 

medicinal products; and improve the 

functioning of the internal market

• Reduce administrative burden

• Stimulate competitiveness and 

innovation
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Take-away reflections (1): 

➢ Veterinary side: serious availability problem (less shortage problem)

➢ Veterinarians lack essential products: e.g. certain vaccines, narrow-

spectrum antimicrobials, etc. Shortages make this worse

➢ We need to better monitor & forecast availability and shortage especially 

for essential products
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Take-away reflections (2): 

➢ We need enhanced communication towards practitioners on shortages 

but also alternatives (UPD in the future could help)

➢ We need enhanced collaboration between veterinary associations, 

competent authorities (e.g. via vet reps in SPOC network) and industry – on 

EU and national level

➢ We need to measure whether the Regulation reaches its goal: namely to 

increase availability and facilitate the single market. 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION




