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Payers‘ View on Causes, Impact and Consequences



Classified as internal/staff & contractors by the European Medicines Agency 

General Categories of Withdrawals
Motives and Consequences

Safety 

Reasons

Authority 

decision

Transparency 

of decision 

rationale

Challenges 

arising from 

lack of 

therapeutic 

alternatives

Protects 

patients from 

future harm

Differential 

risk-benefit-

ratios impact 

acceptance

e.g. 

Metoclopramide

Economic 

Reasons

Company 

decision

Lack of 

transparency of 

decision 

rationale

Challenges 

arising from 

lack of 

therapeutic 

alternatives

Deprioritisation

of smaller 

patient groups

Strategy for 

repurposing / 

reintroduction 

w/ steep price 

increases

e.g.

Interferon α, 

Alemtuzumab, 

Potassium 

bromide 


